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WASHINGTON, Jan. 22— A 
spokesman for the White House 
said today that President Ford 
had been assured that informa- 
tion in the files of the. Federal 
Bureau' of Investigation “is 
never used to influence the 
judgment or : action of any, 
member of Congress or anybo- 
dy else.” 

Ron Nessen, the President’s 
press secretary, told reporters 
that “the President does hot ap- 
prove of spying on Congress, 
nor does the F.B.I. approve of 
spying on Congress.” 

Mr. Nessen largely restarted a 
statement issued yesterday by 
Clarence M. Kelley, the director 
of the F.B.I., who acknow-r 
ledged that the bureau kept 
files on members of Congress 
but denying any impropriety. 

A house Judiciary subconi- 1 
mittee will begin hearings Jan. 
30 to ask Mr. Kelley about Iris 
denials last February of the ex- 
istence of personal and political 
files, according to Representa- 
tive Don Edwards, Democrat of 
California ana chairman of the 
subcommittee. . . 

“No Reason to Doubt’ 

“The President has been as-! 
sured by the F.B.I. and has no 
reason to doubt that any infor- 
mation on Congressmen in its 
files is used only in crihrimal in- 
vestigations or Sin suitability 
checks on prospective ap- 
pointees to the executive 
branch,” Mr. Nessen said. 

Reading from a prepared 
statement, Mr. Nessen said that 
the President understood from 
the F.B.I. that “it legitimately 
gets information" on members 
of Congress in three situations 


, — when a person is “the subject 
of a criminal investigation, or 
victim of an action that leads to 
a criminal investigation”; when 
a member of Congress is being 
considered for appointment to 
a judgeship, or to the executive 
branch, - or when “unsolicited 
information” about a member 
of Congress is sent to the F.B.I. 

“When such allegations do 
not appear reasonably related 
to the investigatii urisdiction of 
the F.B.I., the F.B.I. tells that to 
the - person who ivntjtlhe inf or-; 
matron,” Mr. Nessen said. 

F.B.I. Keeps Letters 
He acknowledged that the 
unsolicited information, plus! 
the tetter of reply from the 
bureau, is^retained in the F.B.I. 
records on the ground that the 
member of Congress might be 
considered at some future date 
for a judicial or- executive 
branch appointment. • 

Mr. Nessen said that the as- 
surances pad been relayed front 
the Justice Department, to Phi- 
lip W. Buchen, counsel to , the 
President. It appeared that the 
statement , read by Mr. Nessen 
hid been prepared for the Pres-, 
ident in case he had been, aiked 
yesterday at his news confer- 
ence about the F.B.I. The ques- 
tion was not asked. 

Mr: Nessen said he had not 
asked the President if Mr. Ford 
had requested to see his own 
file at the F.B.I. 

•The statements by Mr. Nessen 
and Mr. Kelley dealt with, cur- 
rent practices at the bureau. 

Charges Against Hoover 
. There have been allegations 
in recent years that the F.B.I. 
kept secret ' dossiers, on mesn- 
jbers of Congress and that such, 
files had been used by J. Edgar 
Hoover, the late 1 director of the 
bureau, to aid his friends in 
Congress. , 

L. Patrick, Gray 3d, who 
served as F.B.I. director after 
Mr. Hoover died, told the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Committee in 
1973 that material was collect- 
ed on politicians and that sum- 
maries were made, but .that he 
jhad feared destroying the 
material, which he called “rot,” 
because it would have to be re-j 
lieved first by employers of the 
'national archives. I 



